
Quilted Denim Pet Cave & Mat – Tutorial 

 

This tutorial will guide you through creating a US-style quilted denim pet cave with a 
matching quilted mat. The project uses classic American quilting techniques such as layered 
quilt sandwiches, 1/4 inch seam allowance, diamond quilting, and binding. 

By following these steps carefully, anyone with basic sewing skills and a sewing machine can 
complete this cozy pet shelter from start to finish. 

 



The finished pet cave measures approximately: 

●​ Height: 35 cm (13.7 in) 
●​ Depth: 33.5 cm (13.2 in) 
●​ Entrance Width: 29 cm (11.4 in) 

The quilted mat measures approximately: 

●​ Width: 36 cm (14.1 in) 
●​ Length: 86 cm (33.8 in) 

This project is ideal for cats or small dogs and creates a soft, durable sleeping space. 

🪡 Step 1 – Materials and Fabric Preparation 
Before starting, gather all materials and prepare your fabrics. 

Fabrics 

You will need three types of fabric layers: 

Cut A – Main Denim Panels (2 pieces)​
 These pieces form the outer structure of the cave. Denim works well because it provides 
durability and structure. 

Cut B – Accent Pattern Panels (2 pieces)​
 These decorative panels go in the center of the cave and give the project a quilted design style. 

Cut C – Linings and Batting​
 You will need: 

●​ Inner lining fabric 
●​ Quilt batting (cotton or polyester) 

Each quilted section will use a three-layer sandwich: 

1.​ Outer fabric (denim or accent fabric) 
2.​ Batting 
3.​ Lining fabric 

 

 

 



Tools 

Prepare the following sewing tools: 

●​ Sewing machine 
●​ Fabric scissors or rotary cutter 
●​ Cutting mat 
●​ Measuring tape or quilting ruler 
●​ Pins or fabric clips 
●​ Chalk or fabric marking pen 
●​ Iron 
●​ Walking foot for quilting (recommended) 

Important Sewing Standards Used 

This project follows common US quilting practices: 

●​ 1/4 inch seam allowance 
●​ Topstitching for reinforcement 
●​ Quilt sandwich construction 

Take time to iron your fabrics before cutting to ensure accurate measurements. 

✂️ Step 2 – Cutting the Fabric Pieces 
Now cut all pieces according to the shape shown in the guide. 

You will create panels for: 

●​ Two side walls 
●​ One base panel 
●​ Two accent top panels 

Each panel requires three layers: 

Outer fabric​
 Batting​
 Lining fabric 

 

 

 

 



Stack each set like this: 

Outer fabric facing up​
 Batting in the middle​
 Lining fabric facing down 

This layered stack is called a quilt sandwich. 

Secure the layers using pins or temporary spray adhesive so the layers do not shift while 
sewing. 

🧵 Step 3 – Sewing the Pet Cave Panels (Quilt Sandwich 
Method) 
With your fabric sandwiches prepared, you can begin sewing. 

Start by stitching around the edges of each layered panel using a 1/4 inch seam allowance. 
This keeps the layers stable. 

Next, turn the stitched pieces right side out if you used the stitch-and-turn technique. 

Carefully push out the edges and corners so the panels lie flat. 

Press the pieces gently with an iron to smooth them. 

To strengthen the panels and give them a professional look, sew topstitching around the 
edges about 1/8 inch from the edge. 

This step also helps hold the batting in place. 

🪡 Step 4 – Assembling the Cave Structure 
Now it’s time to build the triangular cave shape. 

Place two quilted side panels right sides facing each other. 

Pin the edges together carefully. 

Sew the side seams using the 1/4 inch seam allowance. 

Once sewn, turn the structure right side out so the seams are hidden inside. 

You will now see the cave shape starting to form. 

Make sure the seams are smooth and aligned. 



Press lightly with an iron if necessary. 

🧩 Step 5 – Forming the Cave and Attaching the Base 
Next you will attach the base panel. 

Place the base piece along the bottom edges of the cave walls. 

Pin the base securely to both side panels. 

Slowly sew along the edges to attach the base to the walls. 

Keep the seam allowance consistent and guide the fabric gently so the layers stay aligned. 

After sewing, check that: 

●​ The base lies flat 
●​ The sides form a stable triangular tunnel 

For a clean finish, hand stitch the final seam areas if necessary. 

This step completes the main cave structure. 

Note: The cat is not included in this step 😺 

🧵 Step 6 – Quilting the Matching Mat 
Now you will create the coordinating quilted mat. 

Prepare another quilt sandwich consisting of: 

Top fabric​
 Batting​
 Backing fabric 

Pin all layers securely. 

Using your sewing machine with a walking foot, quilt the mat using a cross-hatch or diamond 
pattern. 

 

 

 



To do this: 

1.​ Draw diagonal lines across the fabric using chalk. 
2.​ Sew along each line. 
3.​ Turn the mat and sew diagonal lines in the opposite direction. 

This creates the classic diamond quilt pattern. 

The walking foot helps feed all layers evenly so the fabric does not shift. 

Continue quilting until the entire mat surface has an even diamond pattern. 

🪡 Step 7 – Binding the Mat Edges 
The final step is finishing the edges using traditional quilt binding. 

Cut binding strips from coordinating fabric. 

Fold the strips lengthwise and press them. 

Attach the binding to the edges of the mat using your sewing machine. 

Sew the binding to the front side first. 

Then fold it over the edge to the back side. 

Hand stitch the binding to the back using small invisible stitches. 

This method creates a durable and professional quilt finish. 

🐾 Final Result 
Once everything is complete, you will have: 

●​ A quilted denim pet cave 
●​ A matching quilted comfort mat 

The cave provides a cozy, enclosed sleeping space, while the mat can be used inside the cave 
or separately. 

Your finished project should look structured, padded, and durable thanks to the quilting layers, 
topstitching, and classic binding techniques. 

Cats especially love these cave-style beds because they provide warmth, comfort, and a sense 
of security. 
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